56th International Polyphonic Competition“Guido d'Arezzo”- 2008 

September 17th-21st 2008 - Arezzo (Italy)

The Competition will take place under the aegis and with the decisive financial support of the Ministry for the Arts and Culture The competition is reserved to non-professional choral ensembles. The "non-professional" requirement does not apply to conductors or to any instrumentalists whose participation is required by the programme.

The competition is divided into 8 sections belonging to the following 2 categories:

Category A – CHRISTIAN PLAINCHANT

The choirs applying for Category A will have to compete in both sections of the category:

1 - Plainchant Competition

2 - Plainchant Festival Competition

Category B – POLYPHONY

The choirs applying for Category B will have to enrol for at least 3 sections of the category:

3 - Vocal Ensembles (made up of 4 to 16 singers)

4 - Choirs (made up of 17 to 32 singers)

5 - Children choirs (made up of 4 to 32 singers under 15 years of age)

6 - Festival Competition by Hystorical Period

7 - Extraordinary Competition

8 - International Festival of Choral Folk Music

Besides the above categories, the "CITTA' DI AREZZO" GRAND PRIZE will be awarded within the Festival.

Category A - CHRISTIAN PLAINCHANT

(For groups made up of 4 to 12 singers)

Sections 1 and 2 of Category A require the performance of a repertoire selected from the following traditions:

A- Gregorian Chant

B - Old Roman and Beneventan Chant

C - Ambrosian Chant

D - Hispanic Tradition Music

E - Music ascribed to the Gallican Tradition

F - Eastern European Tradition

G - Forms of Polyphonic Expansion of Oral Tradition

It is recommended to refer to the following texts: Graduale Triplex, Antiphonale Romanum, Antiphonale Monasticum, Responsorial; single sources or syllogies related to the above traditions, such as Processionali, Tropari, Sequenziari, etc., (preferably published in facsimile and/or in modern transcription). Choirs are recommended to comply with the melody of the pieces.

Section 1 - PLAINCHANT COMPETITION

- PRELIMINARY ROUND

Each ensemble will have perform a programme consisting of: 

a) at least 1 piece belonging to tradition A

b) 2 pieces selected among two of the other traditions

(B, C, D, E, F, G). The overall duration of the performance (a+b) must not exceed 10 minutes.

After the preliminary round has been completed, the Jury

will select the ensembles to be admitted to the Final Round

- FINAL ROUND

Each ensemble admitted to the final round will have to present a

programme different from that of the preliminary round. The programme must 

be made up of 3 pieces belonging to three different

traditions. The overall duration of the performance must be about 12 minutes.

Section 2 - PLAINCHANT FESTIVAL COMPETITITON

Each group will have to perform a programme made up of  pieces belonging to one of the traditions listed above.

The Festival Competition will consist of a single Round.

The duration of the performance will have to be no longer than 12 minutes.

CATEGORY B - POLYPHONY

The repertoires must be made up of pieces belonging to at least 3 of the following historical periods:

A- Modal and Mensural Polyphony until 1450

B - A Cappella Polyphony from 1450 to 1600 (repertoires in original version)

C - A Cappella Polyphony or Polyphony with basso continuo from 1600 to 1750 (repertoires in    original version)

D - Classical-Romantic Polyphony with or without instruments

E - Polyphony from Impressionism to the present days, with or without instruments

The mixed-voice groups will have to present repertoires for 4 voices or more. 

The equal-voice groups (male and female) will have to present repertoires for 3 voices or more.

Groups performing pieces from period A can present repertoires for 2 voices or more.

Section 3 - VOCAL ENSEMBLE COMPETITION (4 to 16 singers)

(Mixed-voice ensembles, female and male equal-voice ensembles made up of a min. of 4 and a max. of 16 singers)

-PRELIMINARY ROUND

Each ensemble will have to perform a programme consisting of:

a) one of the following pieces:


Mixed-voice ensembles - Paolo Antonio del Bivi detto Paolo Aretino: Animam meam dilectam




      - for 4 voices


Male and female equal-voice ensembles - Paolo Antonio del Bivi detto Paolo Aretino: Verbum 






        caro factum est - for 4 voices

b) 2 pieces belonging to 2 different  historical periods, among period A, C, D, E, for a total duration (a+b) of no more than 12 minutes.

After the Preliminary Round has been completed, the Jury will select the ensembles to be admitted to the Final Round.

- FINAL ROUND

Each group admitted to the Final Round will have to present 3 pieces belonging to 3 different  historical periods among those listed above. The historical periods chosen for the Final Round must be different from those chosen for the Preliminary Round. The overall duration of the performance must not exceed 15 minutes.

Section 4 - CHOIR COMPETITION (17 to 32 singers)

(Mixed-voice choirs, female equal-voice and male equal-voice choirs made up of a min. of 17 and a max. of 32 singers)

-PRELIMINARY ROUND

Each choir will have to perform the following programme:

a) 1 of the following pieces:

Mixed-voice choirs - Paolo Antonio del Bivi detto Paolo Aretino: Animam meam dilectam




- for 4 voices

Equal-voice choirs (male and female) - Paolo Antonio del Bivi detto Paolo Aretino: Verbum 






        caro factum est - for 4 voices

b) 2 pieces belonging to 2 different historical periods selected among period A, C, D, E. The overall duration of the performance (a+b) must not exceed 12 minutes.

After the Preliminary Round has been completed, the Jury will select the ensembles to be admitted to the Final Round.

- FINAL ROUND

Each choir admitted to the Final Round will have to present 3 pieces belonging to 3 different historical periods among those listed above. The historical periods chosen for the Final Round must be different from those chosen for the Preliminary Round. The overall duration of the performance must not exceed 15 minutes.

Section 5 - CHILDREN CHOIRS

Children choirs, made up of a min. of 12 and a max. of 32 male and female singers, born not before 1993.

- SINGLE ROUND

Each choir will have to present the following programme:

a) 1 piece belonging to historical period B or C

b) 3 pieces belonging to any historical period, school and/or elaboration of folk vocal music, for 2 or more voices, with or without instruments. The overall duration of the performance (a+b) must not exceed 15 minutes.

Section 6 - FESTIVAL COMPETITION BY HISTORICAL PERIOD

Mixed-voice and equal-voice (male and female) choirs and ensembles made up of a min. of 4 and a max. of 32 singers. Children choirs are also admitted to the competition.

The competing groups will have to perform one or more programmes for an overall duration of about 15 minutes. Each programme must belong to a Historical period selected among A, B, C, D, E.

The pieces included in the programmes must be different from those performed within other categories.

Section 7 - EXTRAORDINARY COMPETITION

The competing groups will have to perform the piece that obtained the 2nd Prize at the 34th "Guido d'Arezzo" International Competition of Composition, year 2007:

Saeculum per ignem, for solos and a cappella double mixed-voice choir, by Marcello LIVERANI

Section 8 - INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF CHORAL FOLK MUSIC
The Festival is open to all the groups competing in at least one of the categories mentioned above.

Each group will have to present 2 folk music pieces in their original

versions and/or polyphonic expansions of melodies that are part of the folk tradition, provided that they 

do not belong to the domain of artistic production.

The groups are encouraged, where possible, to make use of instruments and rhythmic movements expressing the authentic tradition of their region.

The overall duration of the performances must not exceed 8 minutes.

The choirs are expected to wear the traditional costumes of their countries of origin.

"CITTA' DI AREZZO" GRAND PRIZE

According to the regulations of the European Gran Prix of Choral Music, groups made up of less than 12 singers will not be allowed to compete for the "Città di Arezzo" Grand Prize. The participation at the competition for the "Città di Arezzo" Grand Prize is compulsory for:

- the winner or winners of the First Prize of Section 3-4-5

- the winners of Special Prizes in Section 6

Each group will have to perform a programme representative of the category or historical period in which it obtained the first prize, preferably consisting of pieces that were not performed during the competitions. The overall duration of the performance should be about 15 minutes.

The winner of the "Città di Arezzo" Grand Prize will have to participate in the 2009 edition of the European Gran Prix for Choral Music.

Prizes (*)

"CITTA' DI AREZZO" GRAND PRIZE

Cash prize of 4.000,00 Euro and the “Guido d'Arezzo” bronze sculpture,

by Venturino Venturi.

The right to participate in the “European Grand Prize for

Choral Singing” of the year 2009.

CATEGORY A  - CHRISTIAN PLAINCHANT

Section 1 - PLAINCHANT COMPETITION

First prize: Euro 3.000,00

Second prize: Euro 1.000,00

Third prize: Euro 500,00

Section 2 - PLAINCHANT FESTIVAL COMPETITION

Special prize: Euro 1.000,00

CATEGORY B - POLYPHONY

Section 3 - VOCAL ENSEMBLES (4 to 16 singers)

First prize: Euro 3.000,00

Second prize: Euro 1.000,00

Third prize: Euro 500,00

Section 4 - CHOIRS (17 to 32 singers)

First prize: Euro 3.000,00

Second prize: Euro 1.000,00

Third prize: Euro 500,00

Section 5 - CHILDREN CHOIRS (12 to 32 singers)

First prize: Euro 3.000,00

Second prize: Euro 1.000,00

Third prize: Euro 500,00

Section 6 - FESTIVAL COMPETITION BY HISTORICAL PERIOD

Special prizes of the Festival Competition
Section A: Euro 1.300,00

Section B: Euro 1.300,00

Section C: Euro 1.300,00

Section D: Euro 1.300,00

Section E: Euro 1.300,00

Section 7 - EXTRAORDINARY COMPETITION

Special Prize of Euro 1.000,00 for the performance of the piece that obtained the 2nd Prize at the 34th "Guido d'Arezzo" International Competition of Composition, year 2007.

Section 8 - INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF CHORAL FOLK MUSIC

Cash prize of Euro 1.000,00 awarded by a board of listeners.

Silver plate awarded by the audience.

SPECIAL PRIZES

- Cash Prize of Euro 1.000,00 sponsored by the Fondazione "Mariele Ventre", awarded to the best conductor in the Polyphony categories

- Cash Prize of Euro 1.000,00 for the best performance of the compulsory piece

- Cash Prize of Euro 500,00 awarded to the group performing, within Section 2 (Category A - Plainchant), a program reflecting a research project in the field of Christian church music, belonging to Plainchant tradition in all its expressions.

- All the choirs admitted to the Final Round of Section 1,3,4 and other choirs selected by the Jury will have the chance to participate in Festivals organized in collaboration, among others, with the Sagra Musicale Umbra, taking place in the same period of the International Polyphonic Competition. The participating choirs will be assigned a participation certificate.

(*) Inclusive of taxes

HOW TO APPLY

1 - Applications must be made using the special form in attachment. 

They must arrive by April 5th 2008, together with a receipt attesting payment of the registration fee of Euro 100.00.

The choirs admitted to the Competition will have to pay a participation fee of Euro 200.00 by May 17th 2008. The application fee and the participation fee are non-refundable.

Payments must be made to “Fondazione Guido d'Arezzo” by one of the following methods:

- international money order

- bank draft

- bank transfer to account no. 1101675 at Banca Popolare

dell'Etruria e del Lazio, Corso Italia 179, Arezzo

(sorting codes: 05390 - 14100)

International codes:

IBAN: IT78 P053 9014 1000 0000 1101 675

BIC/SWIFT: ARBAIT33 028

The applications and payments must be sent to the following address:

Fondazione “Guido d'Arezzo”

Corso Italia, 102

52100 AREZZO (Italia)

Please, indicate the  choir name in the “reason for payment” and specify: "Tassa per il Concorso Polifonico Internazionale"

The application  implies complete acceptance of all the rules of the competition.

2 - Each group must include the following with the application:

a) receipt of payment of the registration fee (Euro 100.00);

b) name list of the choir members, indicating their profession; children choirs must also indicate date of birth and gender of each member.

c) the list must be signed by the choir president or conductor, who will thus be responsible for the information provided.

d) an English version of the curriculum vitae of the choir and of the conductor (3 copies), indicating (where applicable) their participation and results obtained in other competitions. A short version of the CV  (max. 50 words) is also required. 

e) 1 photograph in colours of choir and conductor; 

f) 1 copy (preferably printed) of the scores

of each piece selected for the competitions;

g) the translations into Italian or English of the texts of each piece chosen by the choir; songs in Italian dialects must also translated. No translation is required for Latin texts;

h) a recent recording on tape or CD, containing performances that are relevant to the categories the choir is applying for (videos are not accepted);

i) a detailed list of the pieces recorded.

3 – The pieces the choir intends to perform must be indicated in the application form for each piece the following information must be provided:

a) name, surname, place and date of birth,  and place and date of death (where applicable) of the composer and/or transcriber;

b) translation into Italian or English of the title, including those in Italian dialect (no translation is required for Latin texts);

c) duration;

d) publisher

e) Instrument (where applicable)

The scores of the compulsory pieces will have to be requested to the Fondazione “Guido d'Arezzo”.

The artistic committee reserves the right to ask the choir to substitute any of the piece proposed.

4 – The admission or exclusion from the competition will be communicated to the choirs within 40 days of the enrolment deadline.

The choirs that were awarded a First Prize in the 2007 edition of the “Trofei Città di Vittorio Veneto” and of the National Polyphonic Competition “Guido d'Arezzo”, will be admitted by right to the International Polyphonic Competition “Guido d'Arezzo” 2008.

5 – The choirs admitted will have to send 9 scores of each piece selected for the competition, within 30 days of the notification of admission. Non-compliance with this requirement will lead to exclusion from the competition.

The scores will not be returned and will remain among the records of the competition.

6 - After the announcement of results, the choirs winning the First Prize in Section 3-4-5, as well as the choirs winning a Special Prize in Section 6, will have to present, to the Secretary of Jury, the scores of the pieces they wish to perform in the final competition for the “Città di

Arezzo” Grand Prize. 

7 - The organisation declines all responsibility for the reproduction of scores covered by international copyright.

For any further information please contact the Secretary of the Competition:

Segreteria del Concorso

c/o Fondazione “Guido d'Arezzo”

Corso Italia, 102

52100 AREZZO (Italy).

Tel. +39/0575/356 203 or: 23 835

Fax. +39/0575/324 735

e-mail: fondguid@polifonico.org

web site: www.polifonico.org   
Regulations

Competition

Par. 1 
Only non-professional vocal ensembles can participate in the competition. This restriction does not apply to conductors or instrumentalists whose participation is required by the programme.

Par. 2 

The choirs participating in Category A will have to compete in both Sections of this Category.

The Choirs participating in Category B will have to apply for at least 3 Sections of this Category

Par. 3 
Sections 1,3, 4 include a preliminary round, during

which the Jury will select the choirs to be admitted to the final round. 

Par. 4

Sections 2, 5, 6, 7 are made up of a single round.

Par. 5

The repertoires selected may be evaluated by the Jury. The parameters taken into account will be difficulty of performance and aesthetic level of the repertoires.

Par. 6

Section 8, International Festival of Choral Folk Music, is divided into 2 different parts: in the first part, after the choirs performances, the audience prize will be awarded; in the second part a prize will be awarded by a board of listeners. Only a restricted number of selected choirs will be admitted to the second part of the competition. 
Par. 7

The participation of instrumentalists (if necessary) will have to be assessed by the Jury. The instrumentalists (professional or non-professional) will have to come  together with the choir. The Organization will provide piano, organ and harpsichord.

Par. 8

In case the number of choirs admitted to any of the categories or sections is insufficient, the Fondazione “Guido d’Arezzo” may decide to suppress that particular category or section. The choirs will still be allowed to participate in other categories or sections to which they had been admitted. 

Par.9 

The members of children choirs must produce, before the competition, a document of identification (containing a photograph) issued by a competent authority. This document must be shown to the designated officer before appearing on stage.

Par.10 

The stay of the choirs in Arezzo and their participation in the competitions will be organized as follows:

a)
During their stay in Arezzo the choirs will be offered board and lodging (but no breakfast)

Children choirs will be offered breakfast too.

The Fondazione Guido d’Arezzo will accomodate the groups within a range of 30 Km from the town of Arezzo.

In case the groups have particular needs and necessitate different accomodations (hotel of upper category and/or accomodation in the town centre), it will be possible to make arrangements with the organization. The choirs will have to pay for any extra costs. 

b)
The stay will be offered, besides the singers, to 5 more people: 1 conductor, 2 fellows and 2 drivers (only in case the choir is travelling by bus).

c)
Meals and accommodations will be offered starting from the dinner of

the day before the choir's first performance until the morning

following the choir’s last performance (competition or concert).

d)
All travel expenses are to be paid by the choirs

e)
Choirs that should not present themselves at the competition will not be allowed to participate for the next 5 years.

f)
For organizational reasons, during the days of the Competition the choirs will not be allowed to participate in other festivals, nor to leave Arezzo, unless they have been previously authorized.

Par. 11

The composition of the choirs may vary according to the different pieces to be performed, provided the limits of the single sections are respected.
Par. 12

The Secretary of Jury must be immediately informed of any substitution made among the members of a given choir. Substitutions will have to be approved by the Secretary of Jury.

Par.13

All the competitions will be subject to the judgement of an International Jury made up of experts mainly coming from foreign countries.

Par. 14

During the Competition, other choral music concerts (programmes to be defined) may organized in the area. The choirs admitted to the Competititon will have to participate in the concerts. The concerts will be scheduled according to the competition timetable.

Par. 15

All the concerts and competitions will be open to the public.

Par. 16

The Fondazione “Guido d’Arezzo” reserves all rights of recording the music

performed during the competitions, the Festival and the concerts, and of radio or TV broadcasting, both in Italy and abroad, without any obligation to remunerate the choirs.

Jury

Par. 17

There will be 2 different Juries: one for Category A and one for Category B. The Juries will be made up of well-known experts in the international music world.

The Juries will nominate their Presidents, electing them among the components.

Par. 18

For each competition the Jury will be made up of at least 7 members having the right to vote. The majority of the jury members will not be Italian. No more than 2 jury members can be citizens of the same nation [in compliance with the President of the Council of Ministers mem. no. 10 of December 5th 1994 - published in the Italian Official Gazette, no. 16, January 20th 1995].

Par. 19

At the end of each round, judgement will be expressed as a numerical score, resulting from the average of the scores assigned by each jury member. The highest and lowest scores will be excluded.

The results will be posted on a special notice board at the end

of each round [in compliance with: see above, Par. 18].

Par. 20

The Jury will have to express a judgment at the end of each round. The judgment will take into consideration the following parameters:

a) technical quality

b) interpretation quality

Each jury member will express a judgment in /100 for parameter a) and for parameter b)

Par. 21

The classification of the competitions will be determined by the sum of the scores obtained by each group for parameters a) and b). Therefore the final results will be expressed in /200.

The Jury will have the faculty not to assign any prizes to the groups whose scores are lower than:

180/200 for First Prizes

160/200 for Seconf Prizes

140/200 for Third Prizes

Par. 22

A Secretary, nominated by the Fondazione “Guido d’Arezzo”, will put on record the operations of the Jury.

Par. 23

The members of the Jury can be changed in the course of each competition only under circumstances of force majeur.

Par. 24

The judgment of the Jury is irrevocable and definitive.

Par. 25

Before the beginning of the Competition, the Jury will gather, in order to make uniform the criteria of evaluation relative to the parameters of judgment.

General Rules

Par. 26

The Fondazione “Guido d’Arezzo” reserves the faculty of modifying, under circumstances of force majeur, the announcement and the regulations.

Par. 27

Any complaint will have to be written and presented immediately to the President of the Fondazione. Complaints will be examined with the assistance of competent authorities.

Par. 28

In case of complaints regarding the announcement and the regulations, reference must be made to the Italian version of the texts.

Par. 29

Disputes of any kind will have to be regulated by the Court of Arezzo.

